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School Newsletter 
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School Vision 
To provide a safe, inclusive and stimulating learning environment  

By working together we are dedicated and motivated to achieve to our full potential  
with care, empathy and respect.  
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BANK DETAILS TO PAY FEES 

Accounts have been resent at the start of the term just in 

case you may have misplaced yours. You may prefer to pay 

school accounts through Direct Deposit.  

The school  bank account details are as follows: 

ANZ Bank Gnowangerup 

Account Name:     Gnowangerup District High School 

BSB Number:         016-660 

Account Number: 1084 36615 

Please make sure you add the student name to the payment 

details. 

 

GNOWANGERUP DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL 

Yougenup Road Gnowangerup WA 6335 

Principal: Mrs Fiona Gaze 

Deputy Principal:  Mrs Kate O’Keeffe, Mrs Cassy Beeck     

Registrar: Mrs Wendy Gordon 

 

Phone: (08) 98272100 

Email: Gnowangerup.DHS@education.wa.edu.au     

Kindergarten: (08) 98272150     

Registrar: (08) 98272104               

 

 

Congratulations to…  

Jack Cassidy – For listening carefully and following instructions. 

Jack Humphries – For great participation during class discussion. 

Kye Eades – For getting on with his work quietly. 

Jackson Punch – For sharing his knowledge of nouns, verbs & adjectives. 

Riley Hitsert – For using his initiative. 

Chloe Hemley – For picking up rubbish. 

Jasmine Griffiths  – For her good listening skills on the mat. 

Kaden Patterson – For a great explanation of what a protagonist and antagonist is in literacy. 

Jack Rooney – For writing an excellent fable with a great moral. 

Mac Crichton – For fantastic work with area of composite shapes. 

 

 



 

From the Principal 

Dear Parents 
 
The middle of the term has turned up very quickly – and we have a number of events this week. On Thursday 
12th we have the first of our 3 Kindergarten orientation mornings. It will be great to see all of our students for 
next year and their parents for a familiarisation of the room and the program. On Friday 13th the staff will be 
working with our NAPLAN guru Mr Luke George analysing our data and making judgements about our 
priorities for 2016. This of course is a professional development day and students are not required to attend. 
 
Last week the Year 4-6 students had a very enjoyable cricket carnival in Tambellup, it was great to see the 
parent support in transporting our students along with Mr Blows and the school bus. Thank you to Ms Norman, 
Ms Riseborough, Mrs House, Mrs Hanna and Mr Blows for supervising the teams and to all of the students for 
their attendance and exemplary behaviour. 
 
The highlight for the week for the junior classes and the wider school community was the Pre-Primary/Year 1 
class assembly. The item was so entertaining and highlighted the talents of so many of the students, I can‟t 
wait to see what is ‟in the wings‟ for the Award Night on 15th December.  
 
A funny thing happened on Friday night the school was full of ghosts, ghouls, witches and vampires – a lot of 
very dubious and scary looking characters. Thank goodness they have moved on and it is full of beautiful 
children today!! Thank you to Mrs Nicholas and Ms Homer for their organisation of the school disco, the 
secondary students for their support and to Mr Beeck and Mr Patterson for helping the clean up on the night. I 
am sure all of the students attending on Friday night had a great time. 
 
A reminder to all students about the importance of homework as an integral part of the learning program – in a 
maths class this morning it was very evident to me and their teacher, those students who completed the 
homework, those students who had a go and got stuck and came to ask questions and those that had not 
bothered at all to even look at their homework. When you are learning new concepts if they are not practised 
they do not move from short term to long term memory and the connections within the brain do not remain – 
hence the saying „use it or lose it‟!! 
 
Secondary students will be visited next Monday 16th November by the Black Dog Institute with a presentation 
on Depression and Mental Health.  
 
I have recently been contacted by the eSafety Commissioner about a complaints and reporting website for 
cyberbullying. The website address is: www.esafety.gov.au 
  
Mr Goodall will be here next week, 16th and 17th November. If you wish to catch up with him please put your 
name into his appointment book in the school office.  
 
Our „shareability‟ application has had a few changes and the odd upgrade and therefore needs to be 
reinstalled through the app store to continue to get our notifications. If you need further instructions give Peta 
Perry a call on 98272100. 
 
As usual a big thank you to all of the parents notifying us of their children‟s absences in a timely manner. 
Please keep contacting staff or the office through „shareability‟, emails or phone calls – your assistance is 
really appreciated. All of our attendance messages and parent and community support is paying off, our last 
information from Lyndsay Campbell Engagement and Transitions Manager – Albany was a glowing report. 
“I just wanted to share some good news with you regarding attendance – see the attached report showing 
Gnowangerup‟s improvement in 4 key areas for the past 3 years – Regular category increases and decrease 
in Severe category and U and Unauthorised….the only school across the SWER to feature in all 
categories…well done”! 
 
Once again if I can be of assistance please don‟t hesitate to contact me at the school office on 98272100 or 
Fiona.J.Gaze@education.wa.edu.au.  
 
Regards  
Fiona Gaze 
Principal 
 
Absentee Graphs 2nd – 9th November 
 

  

http://www.esafety.gov.au/
mailto:Fiona.J.Gaze@education.wa.edu.au


   

From the Deputy Principal 

Week 5 is in full swing and thankfully we are about to enjoy a somewhat quieter week.  

The only inclusion to our learning programme this week is the Lapathon. The Lapathon is a joint school and 

P&C initiative, where the students raise funds to assist with the cost of a professional videographer coming to 

Award Night to make a top quality recording of the event. This process has evolved over the last few years in 

an attempt to reduce the pressure from parents feeling as though they need to record the nights events 

themselves (which often meant anywhere between 10-20 parents recording each item!). I would like to take 

this opportunity to encourage parents to support their child‟s fundraising efforts by assisting them in securing 

sponsorship for every lap of the oval they manage to run in the designated amount of time. After the students 

have completed the lapathon they will have a recording of the number of laps they ran, which they can then 

use to collect their sponsorship money. As the forecast for Thursday is 30 degrees, we will run the lapathon 

Period One (9:00am) on the school oval. Please make sure your child has appropriate footwear on, and plenty 

of water. 

Over the past few weeks we have seen a number of students arriving at school before 8:00am. I would like to 

ask all parents to please make sure their children do not arrive at school before 8:30am, when our duty 

roster commences and you can feel confident that your children are being supervised. Children arriving at 

school too early may be instructed to return to their homes until an acceptable time. 

At Monday‟s assembly we made a new goal for the students to work towards: taking care of sports equipment 

which is borrowed from class supplies before school, during recess and at lunchtime. Some students are 

leaving this equipment out in the playground when the bell goes, leaving it vulnerable to theft and damage. 

Thank you to those parents who have returned school sports equipment to the office, which they have noticed 

as they walk past the school, we really appreciate it.  

At the assembly we also gave out a number of Reading Certificates for 150 Nights of Reading. 

Congratulations to those students, who all enjoyed selecting a book prize for their efforts. May I take this 

opportunity to encourage parents to maintain the home reading until the end of the term. I know how busy 

things can get during Term 4, and often homework and home reading is a stretch, however I must impress 

upon all parents that reading is so important across all curriculum areas and the time you spend reading with 

your children will be paid back to them tenfold as they move through the grades.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay in touch with your child‟s teacher over the next few weeks, as there is much happening. If you have any 

questions or queries, do not hesitate to contact the school and we will do our best to inform you of all that is 

happening. Appointments can be made for parent teacher meetings through the office, and these can certainly 

be instigated by parents, so if you have anything you wish to discuss with your child‟s teacher, please do not 

hesitate to make contact. 

Enjoy the week! 

Kate O‟Keeffe 

Deputy Principal 

 

This week we have seen our 

mathematics equipment supply 

receive a needed boost for the 

remainder of this term and for 2016. 

Some Kindy students came down to 

show me their new equipment this 

morning, and managed to add a few 

mathematical terms such as „cube, 2-

D, 3-D and square‟ in their 

explanations of what they were 

showing me – all very exciting! 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Year 4/5/6 Cricket Carnival in Tambellup 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDERS 

 

Staff Development Day  

 

 13th November – no school for 

students 

 

 

Year 8 Immunisations 

 

Thursday 12th November. Last 

immunisations for the year. 

Lapathon  

 
This Thursday at 9am. 

 

Please find over the         

Sponsorship form. 

 

Students to wear appropriate   

footwear and plenty of water. 

SCHOOL NEWS 

School Times 

 

 

Please be aware that no 

students are to arrive on school 

grounds before 8.30am. 

SPORT NEWS 

AWARD NIGHT FUNDRAISER 

We will hold our annual Lapathon (to raise funds to cover the professional video of the 2015 Award Night) on 

Thursday the 12th of November. The time of the run is at 9am. The idea of this fundraiser is that each family 

seek sponsorship from family and friends, to raise as much money as they can to help the school cover the 

cost of a professional videographer coming to our award night and producing a top quality DVD of the evening. 

Last year we were able to reward families who raised a significant amount with a copy of the DVD, it is our 

hope that we will be able to do this again following the event once we see how much money has been raised. 

The sponsorship form is attached to the newsletter, and should anyone wish to pay by cheque, they will need 

to make the cheque payable to the GDHS P&C. Good luck seeking sponsors! 

 

   



 

 

 
Your help to remind your children to return their Library books on their Library days would be greatly 
appreciated.  If they forget to bring their book, I am in the Library from Monday to Wednesday and they can 
return them any time on these days. 

 

                                   
 

 
Come in and enjoy our last Book Fair for the year 

Be quick to catch the bargains 
 
Commencement date is 9th November to 18th November 

 
Book Fair will close at 1.05pm on 18th November. 
Community members are invited to come in and browse any time on the above dates.  
This will be an ideal time to find some stocking fillers or Christmas presents so mark these dates on your 
calendar.  
 
There are bargains to be had with books ranging from $1 up.  We have a range of Christmas books; Activity 
books; crafty books and Diaries etc. not to mention our Variety Tray of goodies to fill your Christmas 
Stockings. 
 
A few of our books for sale are: 

                            

        
 
Ms Turner & Mrs Davis  

 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

Student Times for browsing:  
 9th – 12th & 16th – 17th         
 
8.30am – 8.55am  
12.45 pm – 1.05pm    
3.00pm – 3.30pm 

18th November  

8.30am – 8.55am 

12.45am – 1.05pm 

 

Books for all ages including board books 
for the young ones to recommended 
ages 12+ books available. 
See you at our Book Fair !!! 
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HEALTH NEWS 

CHAPLAINS CHATTER 

Welcome back friends. 

In our consideration of the things that can help make us happier I made a simple observation. I noticed just 

how cheap these tips are. They don't require money or big investments of time or emotional energy. We all love a 

bargain so try some of these, it may surprise you how much you get back from so little you put in. 

Andrew Fuller's tip #2 

2. Go outside and play. You were told to do this as a kid and I’m telling you to do it again, play more. Go for walks, 

throw a dog a stick, skip, sing loudly or imagine yourself to be a spy passing through enemy territory. Whatever 

does it for you. Make a promise to play more.  

I would add that if outside wont work then make it happen inside. Turn off the TV and dig out a game or grab a 

pack of cards. Play and laugh together as a family. You will feel so good you might just do it again.  

[If you don't know any fun games then come see me and I will teach you some, or if I have to, I will even come over 

and teach you, whatever works just start playing more and watching less]. 

Good luck laughing. Phil Goodall [GDHS Chaplain] 

 

New Recipe to Try! 

Banana Avocado Bread 
 

The avocado provides a nutrient rich alternative to the saturated fat laden butter and gives a lovely, lighter, softer 
texture that is simply yummy. Simply slice into fingers for a tasty snack or freeze for the kids lunch boxes. 
 

Ingredients  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

aple syrup or sugar)  

 
 

Method  
Step 1 Preheat the oven to 180 degrees Celsius and grease and line a 23x13cm loaf tin.  

Step 2 Place the flours, baking powder, baking soda and salt in a large bowl and stir to combine.  

Step 3 Place the eggs, banana, avocado, honey and vanilla in a separate bowl.  

Step 4 Add the banana avocado mixture to the dry ingredients and stir until just combined.  

Step 5 Pour the mixture into the loaf tin and bake in the oven for about 45 minutes or until the top is golden 
brown and a skewer inserted into the centre comes out clean. If the loaf is browning too fast, cover with foil for 
the remainder of the cooking time. Allow to cool in the tin for 5 minutes, then transfer to a wire rack to cool 
completely. Slice and serve, or freeze in individual portions. Simply slice into fingers for a tasty snack or freeze for 
the kids’ lunchboxes. 



GDHS Award Night Fundraiser “Lapathon 2015” 

Please ask family and friends to sponsor you for each lap you run around the oval 

on Thursday the 12th of November. 

A general donation can also be made.  

Thank you for supporting our school 

All forms and money will need to be returned to your child’s class teacher before 

December 17th. 
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