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School Vision 
To provide a safe, inclusive and stimulating learning environment  

By working together we are dedicated and motivated to achieve to our full potential  
with care, empathy and respect.  
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BANK DETAILS TO PAY FEES 

Accounts have been resent at the start of the term just in 

case you may have misplaced yours. You may prefer to pay 

school accounts through Direct Deposit.  

The school  bank account details are as follows: 

ANZ Bank Gnowangerup 

Account Name:     Gnowangerup District High School 

BSB Number:         016-660 

Account Number: 1084 36615 

Please make sure you add the student name to the payment 

details. 

 

GNOWANGERUP DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL 
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Principal: Mrs Fiona Gaze 
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Phone: (08) 98272100 

Email: Gnowangerup.DHS@education.wa.edu.au     

Kindergarten: (08) 98272150     

Registrar: (08) 98272104               

 

 

Congratulations to…  

Jhustice Hodgson – For great listening on the mat. 

Evita Rumble – For correctly writing all numbers from 51-110. 

Kai Eades – For getting on with work quietly. 

Zuri Richardson – For super silent reading. 

Bella Patterson – For bringing excellent work to the office. 

Rohan Hodgson – For working well in our Daily 5 session. 

Liam Kearsley – For his detailed storyboard. 

Indi Miniter – For being a jet at maths. 

Wil Kearsley – For improving the shape and form of his writing. 

Adam Nymann – For correctly using apostrophes for ownership. 

 

 



 

From the Principal 

Dear Parents 
 
It is amazing how quickly a week passes when you are a member of a very busy school, 4 weeks to go!! 
Gnowangerup is alive with activity and all „the buzz‟ that makes the school a unique learning environment, I 
am hoping like me all your children are waking up each morning looking forward to what is happening next in 
our school. 
 
On Thursday I was really pleased to see the number of parents of our new Kindergarten students for 2016  
attending the first Kindy Orientation day – it was really great to meet the students and their parents, I hope to 
see you all again over the next 2 Thursdays (19th and 26th November).  
 
On Friday 13th November, the staff worked with our NAPLAN guru Mr Luke George to analyse our data and 
make judgements for our 2016 priorities. It is always an interesting session with all staff keen to look at student 
achievement both on the day of their tests and the growth over time with our „stable cohort‟. All of the staff are 
busy reflecting on this session, looking at NAPLAN performance, student progress and the reporting cycle for 
the end of the term. It is a lot of information to get our heads around and over time we are definitely coming to 
terms with the performance of our students and how this compares to like schools and student progress over 
time. This is definitely a good conversation to have with teachers at your next parent teacher meeting. 
 
Our School Development Plan is coming together with our focus on literacy and numeracy – if you have any 
thoughts or ideas to contribute to our planning for 2016 please email them in – my email address is at the 
bottom of the page. 
  
At the last School Council meeting the fees and charges along with the student classroom requirements were 
endorsed and will be sent out to parents. This is a schedule which gives parents and the community a financial 
understanding of what may be on offer in 2016 for students, and how much it may cost. It is not a list of 
everything we are going to do – it is a list of the things that we may do during the year. If you have any 
questions please don‟t hesitate to call me at the school office. 
 
Yesterday secondary students had a visit from Jade on behalf of the Black Dog Institute, she shared her 
personal story in conjunction with a presentation on depression and mental health. The students were very 
engaged in the presentation, responded to lots of questions and knew a lot more about many of the issues that 
were being discussed than I realised – they certainly had sensible ideas about resilience and making sure that 
they can bounce back from adversity. I was very impressed and proud of their mature behaviour and attitudes. 
Some of the topics covered will be part of a general discussion forum with Mr Goodall over the coming weeks.  
 
Early Thursday morning will see the Year 3 students taking a day trip to the Zoo with Mrs Hinkley, Mrs 
Gugiatti, Mrs Davis and Lola. I know that the students are really excited about their visit and they will have a 
great time with plenty of experiences to share with us next week.. 
 
Mr Goodall will be here next week, 30th November and 1st December. If you wish to catch up with him please 
put your name into his appointment book in the school office.  
 
As usual a big thank you to all of the parents notifying us of their children‟s absences in a timely manner. 
Please keep contacting staff or the office through „shareability‟, emails or phone calls – your assistance is 
really appreciated.  
 
I am seeking some qualified supervisors for a pool excursion that we would like to run on Thursday 17th 
December, either an AustSwim Teaching qualification or Bronze Medallion would be appropriate. Please 
contact Peta at the School office on 98272100 to express your interest. 
 
Once again if I can be of assistance please don‟t hesitate to contact me at the school office on 98272100 or 
Fiona.J.Gaze@education.wa.edu.au. 
 
Regards 
Fiona Gaze 
 
Absentee Graphs 9th November – 
12th November. 
 
   

mailto:Fiona.J.Gaze@education.wa.edu.au


 

From the Deputy Principal 

Good afternoon everyone.  As we speed towards the end of the year, teachers are beginning to collate 
information for reports and rehearsals are starting for our annual Award Night.  Gnowangerup DHS is, as 
always a very busy place.  We love to provide opportunities to observe real-life situations where concepts 
students learn in the classroom are seen and reinforced in a genuine setting.  This style of learning is fantastic, 
particularly for visual and experiential learners.  It is one way we encourage students to become autonomous 
life-long learners at our school.   
 
On Thursday, this will occur with our Year 3 students, who look forward to an exciting excursion to the Perth 
Zoo!  They will have an opportunity to participate in a specially designed workshop addressing outcomes from 
the Year 3 Science and HASS curriculum.  Opportunities to categories living things based on their coverings 
and to observe these animals up-close will be a wonderful experience. 
 
On October 27th we were thrilled to have Musica Viva present “Fiddlesticks” to our school.  Students enjoyed a 
concert which addressed many outcomes from the Arts, specifically in the Music strand.  Performers 
discussed the structure of the pieces they played, taught us some musical terminology (ask your child what 
“Pizzicato” or “Forte” means!) and we had a real-life experience of hearing the String Family of instruments. 
 
Teachers had a very productive day on Friday working with an expert, Luke George, on analysis of our 
school‟s Naplan Data.  While this is only a snapshot of what is accomplished in our learning environment, 
being able to read and interpret the data correctly is one way we can improve learning outcomes for your 
children.  The program we were working with can show the progression of your child from Year 3 to Year 5 or 
Year 5 to Year 7 against several different benchmarks.  Teachers can then tailor programs to fill any gaps or 
review any weak areas in your child‟s learning.  I am very happy to report that Gnowangerup District High 
school has almost TRIPLED the National average for the outcomes we achieve in our students from Year 3 to 
Year 5 using the stable cohort of students who have stayed in the school for that whole time!  We have, on 
average,value added 2.22 marks to each child‟s score when the National average is .8 marks.  We will 
continue to work towards maintaining high quality teaching and finding areas where we can improve our 
practice and your children‟s performance and overall school experience. 
 
Have a great Week 6 everyone! 
 
Mrs Cassandra Beeck (Deputy Principal) 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

REMINDERS 

Lapathon 
 

 

Reminder to please bring in 

your Lapathon monies to your 

students teacher or office by the 

December 17th. 

No Hat No Play 
 

Reminder No Hat No Play for 

Term 4 

 

School Times 

 

 

Please be aware that no 

students are to arrive on school 

grounds before 8.30am. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The end of the year is approaching fast and your help to remind your children to return their Library books on 

their Library days would be greatly appreciated.  If they forget to bring their book, I am in the Library from 

Monday to Wednesday and they can return them any time on these days. 

 

                                    
 

 

 
Ms Turner & Mrs Davis  

 

                  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 

CHAPLAINS CHATTER 

Hello Newsletter readers. 

Thanks for staying in touch with us. I hope you are finding our little 'life challenges' helpful. This 

week we look at meaningful relationships, having real friendships [not like many F.B.F's] can 

save you from a lifetime of misery. 

You don't have to have lots of friends but at least a few meaningful ones.  

Andrews tip for this week: 

3. Develop deep friendships. Your friends are your true wealth, Value them and see them regularly, Let them know 

how important they are to you. Most people only have two close friends so don’t fool yourself into believing you are 

less popular than most people.  

I hope you can honestly think of a couple of 'real' friends, 'human' friends who bring out the best 

in you. Friends who truly want your best and have your happiness in their hearts. Friends that 

would do anything for you. If this seems too good to be true, then I would love to hear about it. 

Drop in for a cuppa and a chat. 

 Phil Goodall [GDHS Chaplain] 

SCHOOL NEWS 

  

 

Tomorrow morning is your last chance to come into 
our Book Fair.  We will be closing at 1.05pm  
Community members are invited to come in and 
browse any time on the above dates.  
This will be an ideal time to find some stocking fillers 
or Christmas presents so rush in soon. 
There are bargains to be had with books ranging from 
$1 up.  We have a range of Christmas books; Activity 
books; crafty books and Diaries etc. not to mention 
our Variety Tray of goodies to fill your Christmas 
Stockings. 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                      

 

 

 

 

TENTERDEN TENNIS CLUB  INC. 

Open Junior Tennis Tournament 

Sunday 20th December, 2015 

8.00am Registration for  8.30am Prompt Start 

Round Robin Straight Doubles 

Entry Fee:  $15.00 per player or $35.00 per family 

(Entry Fee includes morning/afternoon tea for players and family) 

  Girls 10 & under doubles   Boys 10 & under doubles 

  Girls 12 & under doubles   Boys 12 & under doubles 

  Girls 14 & under doubles   Boys 14 & under doubles 

  Girls 18 & under doubles   Boys 18 & under doubles   

Entries Only by Email to:  colin.beau@bigpond.com 

(please leave following details:  names, age group and contact details)    Enquiries Only:  Colin Ford  98 268095 

Assistance with umpiring is appreciated.          Players to wear recognised tennis attire.  Drinks/icy poles/tea/coffee 

available for sale during the day. Lunch is available for purchase. Lunch orders taken at the beginning of the day. 

 

 

HEALTH NEWS 

‘Quality Play’ 

for Children 
 
Play assists with children’s physical, cognitive and social development as well as general wellbeing. In the early 
years, play helps children to learn, experience personal growth and social interaction, and to increase their 
awareness of the environment around them. Positive early interactions can provide on-going benefits in the 
child’s later life, with evidence suggesting children who participate in enriching play experiences are more likely 
to have strong language, memory and emotional regulation skills which can lead to improved school readiness 
and learning outcomes.  
 
As play in the early years is so important for a child’s growth and development, ensuring that this is a quality 
experience for them is vital. ‘Quality play’ is dynamic play which provides children with opportunities to learn 
about themselves, their bodies, and how they fit in to the world around them. Quality play requires a mixture of 
meaningful interactions with loved ones, peers and educators, a mixture of stimulating activities, and ample time. 
Encouraging children to be active, refine new techniques and skills in a variety of situations, engage in safe risk-
taking, and to create and explore is essential to develop a child’s confidence, awareness, key skills and abilities in 
a differing environments.  
 
As a parent, you can help to give your child this quality play experience by creating opportunities to engage in 
play in stimulating environments and allow for meaningful interactions with people and places. Use your insight 
to enrich your child’s play through extending them in more complex ways –by asking thoughtful questions, 
commenting on the environment, following the child’s lead in play, and targeting learning experiences – all while 
sharing experiences, building on your positive personal relationship and establishing mutual trust. 


